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Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
United States Patent & Trademark Office 
Washington, DC 20231 



RECEIVED 

FEB 0 5 ZOOZ 
Technology Center 2100 



Dear Sir: 



The applicants herewith submit 



this Preliminary Amendment for the referenced U.S. 



UtilitypatentappHcation which was filed W1 th the U.S. PTO on September 28 2001 and wh.h 

Preliminary Amendment presents draft clahns which closely parallel the claims filed m the 
German parent ap^cation, set forth in a form more closely alHed with U.S. patent prepare 
anUtrosecution. Applicants aver that no New Matter is hereby introduced. 
Please aj^nd the above-identified patent application as follows: 

in the Title of Application 
dej^'Methods" and in?erHn lieu thereof - - Method - -. 



Please i 



. ,„ n rcR 1 g this Preliminary Amendment and any papers referred to herein 
Ma£s ^cm^ The undesigned hereby ^^™t Z we] £ addressed to: Commiss.oner for Patents, 

are being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service m tot class mail, pos jj VJ^^ ^ 



n^ng Date ofDeposiu 28th day of December, 2001 



^^t 7 ^^ Date of Signature 
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December 28, 2001 
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Technology Center 2100 



Box Non-Fee 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



Enclosed for filing please find the following: 
1. Preliminary Amendment (10 pages); and 

2 Return Receipt Post Card. 

is authorized to charge any fees necessitated by this correspondence to 



The Commissioner 
Deposit Account No. 12-0449. 

Please direct any questions or 



comments to Paul H. McDowall at (952) 896-3220. 
Respectfully submitted, 



Date: December 28, 2001 
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